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1. ON OCTOBER 16 WE PASSED INFORMATION CONTAINED REFS A AND B 
TO RESPONSIBLE ITALIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL. OFFICIAL SAID 
HE WOULD INFORM ITALIAN EMBASSY DAMASCUS OF SUBSTITUTION OF 
"KNOSSOS" AND "ADONIS". IN LIGHT OF NATURE OF SYRIAN RESPONSE 
TO ITALIAN APPROACH FOR ASSURANCES FOR "ADONIS" (REF C), SOURCE 
SAID HE DID NOT RPT NOT EXPECT FURTHER REPLY FROM ITALIAN EMBASSY 
DAMASCUS ON THIS SUBJECT. SOURCE REITERATED ITALIAN VIEW THAT 
SINCE GREEK-FLAG SHIP INVOLVED. GREEK GOVERNMENT SHOULD IN FIRST 
INSTANCE BE CARRYING THE BALL ON THIS MATTER. HE SAID THAT 
ITALIAN AMBASSADOR IN DAMASCUS HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH GREEK 
EMBASSY THERE ON SUBJECT. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ROME 11245 16171 1Z 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


2. OFFICIAL TOOK OCCASION TO REPEAT ITALIAN AMBASSADOR S CONCERN 
THAT IT MAY BE INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT TO CARRY OUT PROTECTION 
OF U.S. INTERESTS FUNCTION BECAUSE OF PHYSICAL SITUATION IN CITY 
AND INCREASED ANTI-U.S. ATMOSPHERE (REF D). HE NOTED PRESS 
REPORTS THAT AMERICAN CITIZENS WERE FIGHTING WITH ISRAELI FORCES 
AS VOLUNTEERS AND SAID THAT IT WOULD BE PARTICULARLY STICKY IF 
SYRIAN CAPTURED ANY OF THESE REPORTED VOLUNTEERS, AND U.S. 

ASKED ITALIANS TO TAKE PROTECTIVE ACTION IN THEIR BEHALF. 

OFFICIAL ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE WAS HYPOTHESIZING, BUT AT SAME TIME 
SAID HE COULD ENVISAGE SUCH A SITUATION. HE ASKED WHETHER 
SERVICE BY U.S. CITIZENS IN FOREIGN ARMED FORCES WAS AUTOMATIC 

ACT OF EXPATRIATION, AND, IF SO, THIS COULD SOLVE PROBLEM OF 
POSSIBLE CAPTURE OF U.S. VOLUNTEERS AS FAR AS PROTECTION SERVICES 
WERE CONCERNED. 

3. WE REVIEWED SEVERAL U.S. OFFICIAL STATEMENTS DENYING ANY 
INVOLVEMENT IN MID-EAST FIGHTING BY U.S. MILITARY 
PERSONNEL, AND INFORMED OFFICIAL THAT U.S. DISCOURAGED 
VOLUNTEERS FROM SERVING IN FOREIGN ARMED FORCES. WE INFORMED 
OFFICIAL, HOWEVER, THAT U.S. COURTS HAD RULED THAT SUCH SERVICE 
WAS NO LONGER CAUSE FOR AUTOMATIC EXPATRIATION. WE TOLD OFFICIAL 
WE WOULD REPORT HIS APPREHENSIONS ON MATTER TO THE DEPARTMENT. 
VOLPE 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED CAIRO. 
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